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of the old East and the new West came to the London
wharves, and every one was ready to take a risk. The
merchants of London had furnished support to the poli-
cies of Henry VHI and were rich enough to fit out the
expedition against Flanders and to pay for a third of the
fleet that met the Armada. It was a time, too, for great
enterprises and benefactions to charity. Sir Thomas
Gresham built the Exchange, Sir Hugh Middleton paid
for the New River water supply, and there were many
gifts to hospitals. With all this increase in wealth, the
various professions prospered, especially that of law.
The fans of court were crowded with students, not a
few of whom forsook the courts for the drama. The
age of chivalry was over, that of commerce begun. No
one gained much glory by a military career in the days
of Elizabeth, The church, the law, backing, commerce,
even politics aad literature, offered better roads to
wealth or fame.

The importance of the court in Elizabethan London
is not easy to realize to-day. It dominated the life of
the small city* Its nobles and their retainers, its cour-
tiers and hangers-on, made up a considerable portion of
the population; its shows supplied the entertainment,
its gossip the politics of the hour. It was the seat of
pageantry, the mirror of manners, the patron or the
oppressor of every one* No one could be so humble
m to escape coming somehow within its sway, and
some of the greatest wrecked their lives in efforts to
secure its approval, It is no wonder that the plays of